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The  past  several  weeks  have  been  among 
the  busiest  ever  at  the  office.  This  has  been 
due  to  a  number  of  things  all  happening  at 
once — conventions,  orders  and  letters  result¬ 
ing  from  advertisements  and  Empire  Topics 
and,  on  the  local  scene,  the  addition  of  two 
new  rooms  to  our  office  facilities. 

Our  last  Empire  Topics  brought  in  more 
orders  and  inquiries  than  any  other  previous 
issue.  Particularly  popular  and  in  demand 
were  Uncirculated.  Proof  and  pattern  coins. 
If  want  lists  are  an  indication,  there  is  more 
interest  in  pattern  and  transitional  coins  now 
than  there  has  been  at  any  time  within  the 
past  five  or  six  years  Undoubtedly  the  recent 
reprinting  of  the  Adams-Woodin  pattern 
book  and  the  anticipation  of  a  new  book  by 
Dr.  |  Hewitt  Judd  on  the  series  have  stirred 
up  all  the  activity.  Also  very  active  were 
1955  double  die  cents.  As  this  is  being  writ¬ 
ten  we  have  fewer  than  a  dozen  pieces  in 
stock — quite  a  reduction  from  the  large 
group  we  had  at  summer's  end. 

An  interesting  article  about  the  intriguing 
strawberry  leaf  cents  of  1793  appears  in  this 
issue.  This  is  the  second  contribution  Wal¬ 
ter  Breen  has  made  to  our  publication.  Many 
of  you  will  remember  his  excellent  research 
article  on  engravers’  die  errors  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  second  and  third  issues  of 
Empire  Topics. 


1959,  is  published  by  Empire  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 
9-3101.  25c  per  copy,  one  dollar  subscription 


JAMES  F.  RUDDY 


The  opportunity  to  photograph  the  '  cent 
pictured  above  was  given  to  us  by  Henry' 
Berube  of  the  New  Engand  Coin  Company 
(Indian  Orchard,  Mass  ).  The  "cent".  en¬ 
larged  in  the  illustration  to  make  the  details 
visible,  is  the  size  and  thickness  of  a  regular 
U.S.  one-cent  piece  and  is  struck  in  brown 
plastic.  Although  the  design  gives  us  no 
indication  to  this  effect  it  may  have  been 
struck  to  test  the  suitability  of  plastic  as  a 
coinage  material.  We  know  that  regular 
U.S.  cent  dies  were  used  in  19-12  tot  strike 
trial  pieces  in  such  diverse  materials^  as 
leather.  Bakelite  and  cardboard.  The  final 
result  of  this  experimenting  was  the  adoption 
of  zinc  coated  steel  for  the  cent  coinage  of 
the  following  year.  1943.  The  design  of  the 
Berube  piece  very  closely  resembles  that  of 
a  pattern  double  eagle  (AW  1^39)  designed 
by  Charles  E.  Barber  and  struck  at  the  Mint 
in  1906.  Unusually  enough,  the  Berube  piece 
is  in  very  high  relief  and  has  denticles  (bead¬ 
ing)  around  the  border;  both  of  which  are 
not  characteristic  of  U.S.  one-cent  pieces. 
This  may  perhaps  be  explained  by  supposing 
that  this  piece  was  struck  to  test  the  suitabil¬ 
ity  of  plastic  as  a  coinage  material ;  not  to 
test  the  appearance  of  a  design.  The  reverse 
inscription  identifies  it  as  a  product  of  the 
U.S.  Mint  rather  than  being  a  privately 
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struck  piece.  Any  further  information  any 
of  our  readers  may  be  able  to  furnish  will 
be  appreciated. 

We  still  have  available  a  limited  number 
of  copies  »«f  the  Empire  Topics  Library  Edi¬ 
tion  covering  the  first  six  issues  of  our  pub¬ 
lication.  If  you  missed  these  issues  the  com¬ 
ments,  articles  and  information  contained 
therein  are  well  worth  our  price  of  $2.75. 
Future  library  editions  will  make  the  series 
continuous. 

This  issue  contains  our  usual  extensive 
selection  of  l  S.  coins  in  all  denominations, 
series  and  price  ranges  something  for 
everyone.  A  listing  of  numismatic  supplies 
and  literature  is  also  featured.  May  we  sug 
gest  that  on  coin  orders  you  give  second 
choices  wherever  possible.  This  will  often 
help  to  avoid  disappointment  when  a  one- 
of-a-kind  item  has  been  sold.  Check  this 
issue  over  carefully— were  sure  you  will  find 
some  items  to  be  of  interest. 


QUESTIONS  FROM  READERS 

Do  you  know  of  any  reference  books 
giving  detailed  information  concerning  the 
operations  of  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  of  San 
Francisco? 

How  rare  is  the  fifty  dollar  slug  issued 
by  that  firm  in  1855? 

Private  Gold  Coinage  of  California,  writ¬ 
ten  by  Edgar  H  Adams  and  published  in 
book  form  in  1913  (the  text  had  appeared 
originally  as  a  series  of  four  monographs 
in  1911  and  1912),  still  remains,  nearly 
fifty  years  later,  the  standard  source  of  back¬ 
ground  information  for  the  various  Cali¬ 
fornia  private  gold  issues.  Wass,  Molitor 
&  Co.  is  treated  in  detail,  particularly  on 
pages  7"’-82,  96,  106  and  107.  The  account, 
gathered  mostly  from  contemporary  news¬ 
papers,  is  interesting  reading. 

Nowhere  in  the  Adams  book  is  given  the 
number  coined  of  the  1855  fifty  dollar  gold 
slugs  A  newspaper,  the  Alta  California 
of  May  16.  1855.  is  quoted  as  stating  that 
Wass.  Molitor  A-  Co.  have  commenced 
issuing  their  fifty  and  twenty  dollar  pieces 
at  the  rate  of  $ 38.000  per  day.”  However 
this  figure  is  not  broken  down  into  separate 
coinage  figures  for  each  denomination.  It  is 
evident  that,  at  the  very  least,  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  the  fifty'  dollar  pieces  were  coined 
and  placed  into  circulation  In  1913  Adams 
stated  that  "Evidently  the  Fifty  Dollar  pieces 
of  this  firm  were  struck  in  considerable 
numbers,  and  are  not  very  rare  even  at  the 
present  time.  . 

Today  the  fifty  dollar  slugs  are  quite  scarce 
due  to  their  dispersion  over  the  years.  Speci¬ 
mens  in  condition  better  than  Extremely  Fine 
arc  rare  We  have  seen  only  one  or  two  that 
approach  perfect  preservation. 

An  extract  from  the  ‘Sacramento  Daily 
Union”  of  April  30,  1855,  quoted  by  Adams 
gives  uv  an  interesting  contemporary  opinion 


Col.  Parder  of  Wells.  Fargo  &  Co.’s  Express 
ha-  exhibited  to  us  the  new  Fifty  Dollar  pi,-er. 
which  in  a  great  measure  is  destined  to  sup¬ 
plant  the  old-fashioned  octagon  slug  now  in 
circulation.  This  coin  is  circular,  almost  en- 
tirel>  destilute  of  ornament,  and  plain  as  a 
maiden's  countenance  who  has  breathed  the  air 
of  fifty  summers.  At  the  outer  edge  of  one 
side  are  the  Words  '  Wass.  Molitor  A  Co.  San 
Francisco."  enclosing  on  the  centre  of  the  coin 
the  figures  “!*00"  and  abbreviated  word 
"Thoua.’*  with  the  figures  "."iO”  underneath, 
and  the  word  “Dollars"  below  the  latter  fig¬ 
ures.  On  the  reverse  of  the  coin  is  a  homel> 
head  of  Liberty  and  the  figures  *'1855*'.  The 
coin  certainly  has  no  pretentions  to  beauty: 
nevertheless  we  would  not  like  to  refuse  n 
few  to  break  with  our  friends. 

I  have  an  1843  half  cent  that  I  have  been 
told  is  an  electrotype  imitation.  How  do  you 
distinguish  an  electrotype  from  a  genuine 
coin  ? 

Electrotypes  are  copies  of  genuine  coins 
made  by  an  electrolytic  process.  Separate 
wax  impressions  are  taken  of  the  obverse 
and  reverse  of  a  genuine  coin.  These  im¬ 
pressions  are  then  coated  with  graphite  or 
a  similar  electrical  conductor  and  immersed 
in  a  plating  bath  until  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  metal  lias  been  deposited.  The  two  halves 
are  then  removed  from  the  wax,  ground 
smooth  on  one  side  and  joined  together  by 
solder  or  a  similar  material.  A  copy  out¬ 
wardly  identical  to  the  master  coin  is  then 
produced.  Such  electrotyping  of  LT.S.  coins 
is,  of  course.definitely  illegal  under  the  coun¬ 
terfeiting  laws.  Presumably  as  an  escape  to 
the  question  of  legality,  many  electrotypes 
found  today  are  of  colonials  or  of  other 
non-U. S.  Mint  issues.  Copper  coins  seem  to 
he  favored  for  electrotyping,  probably  as 
the  edge  devices  of  most  silver  coins  are 
difficult  to  duplicate  Most  electrotypes  of 
U.S.  coins  are  in  the  half  cent  and  large 
cent  series.  Electrotypes  of  half  cents  in  the 
1840  s  are  particularly  common. 

Electrotypes  may  he  detected  by  a  few 
simple  operations.  Examination  of  the  edge 
of  an  electrotype  will  usually  show  in  some 
places  a  fine  line  where  the  two  halves  have 
been  joined.  Sometimes  file  marks  from 
smoothing  the  edge  are  evident  This  is  by 
no  means  a  definitive  test  as  the  edge  may 
have  been  plated  or  otherwise  treated  to 
make  the  line  invisible  Genuine  copper 
coins,  except  those  with  planchet  cracks  or 
defects,  will  produce  a  sharp  ringing  sound 
when  struck  on  the  edge.  This  is  best  accom¬ 
plished  by  balancing  the  coin  at  its  center 
on  the  tip  of  a  finger  and  tapping  the  edge 
lightly  with  another  coin.  A  clear  metallic 
ringing  sound  of  several  seconds  duration 
will  result  The  pitch  varies  with  the  sue 
and  thickness  of  the  com  but  should  be  the 
same  for  two  coins  of  the  same  type  and 
denomination  This  is  the  most  important 
test  for  an  electrotype  and  is  the  easiest  to 
perform. 

specific  authorized  weights  EleilrotyptA 
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The  tests  given  above,  particularly  the 
ringing  test,  it  used  before  buying  a  coin 
may  save  the  buyer  from  later  grief.  In  series 
such  as  the  "proof-only  dates  of  the  half 
cents  not  to  make  these  tests  would  be 
foolish-due  to  the  large  number  of  spurious 
coins  extant.  The  writer  recalls  an  incident 
at  a  convention  three  or  tour  years  ago 
when,  due  to  lack  of  time,  he  purchased  two 
1848  half  cents  without  examining  them 
closely.  The  coins  later  turned  out  to  be 
electrotypes.  This  lesson,  costing  nearly  two 
hundred  dollars,  will  not  be  forgotten 
quickly. 

TERMS  OF  SALE 

1.  Preference  given  to  orders  with  remit¬ 
tance  enclosed.  Check  or  money  order 
preferred  to  cash.  An  order  blank  and 
postpaid  envelope  have  been  provided  for 
your  convenience.  Approvals  to  those  who 
have  established  previous  credit  with  us. 
The  usual  three  day  approval  and  return 
period  applies  in  all  instances. 

2.  A  prompt  refund  will  be  given  on  all 
unfilled  orders.  No  credit  slips  or  delayed 

ayments.  A  list  of  second  choices  will 
e  appreciated  and  will  be  used  only  when 
the  first  items  requested  have  been  sold. 

3.  No  minimum  order  We  pay  postage  and 
private  insurance  costs  on  all  orders,  re¬ 
gardless  of  size.  Coin  orders  airmailed 
nutstide  of  the  Pennsylvania- New  York 
area. 

4.  All  items  are  guaranteed  to  be  as  repre¬ 
sented.  If,  for  any  reason,  you  find  an 
item  to  be  unsatisfactory  a  prompt  refund 
will  be  given.  Our  best  customer  is  a 
satisfied  customer. 


COLONIAL  AND  STATE  COINS 


Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 
1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling.  Abt  Good 
condition,  clipped  edges.  Date  1652 
and  denomination  XII  are  very 
sharp.  A  nice  filler  for  a  type  set  22.50 
Maryland 

l^S}  I.  Chalmers  of  Annapolis  shil¬ 
ling,  silver.  Abt.  Good,  weak  at  the 
center,  bolder  at  edges.  A  good 
buy  for.  24.00 

Wm  Idler's  copy  of  the  Lord  Balti¬ 
more  penny.  Copper,  Imc.  10.00 

Mark  Newby  (New  Jersey  coinage,  1678) 

Halfpenny  Very  ( . 1  13.50 

Farthing.  Very  Good  $7.50;  Fine, 

light  traces  of  silvering .  16.00 


177}  Halfpenny.  Period  after  GF.OR- 
GIVS.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  13.50 

1773  Halfpenny.  No  period.  Fine, 

however  with  a  rough  surface .  4.25 

New  York 

1787  Nova  Eborac.  Good.  6.50 

Counterfeit  British  halfpence  from 
the  Machin's  Mills  (located  at 

Newburgh,  N.Y.)  mint .  3.75 

Rosa  Americana  coinage 


1722  Halfpenny.  UTILE  DULCI. 

Fine,  slight  traces  of  roughness  and 
a  small  planchet  split  (caused  by 
striking )  .it  the  edge  10  2*> 

Hibernia  (Wood’s  coinage) 

1723  Halfpenny.  Very  Fine  $5.25. 

Beautiful  lustrous  brown  Uncircu¬ 
lated .  19.50 

Vermont 

1786.  The  attractive  sun  over  moun¬ 
tains  design.  Good  $6.75;  VG  8.50 

Note:  We  have  available  for  $1  each 
a  number  of  copies  ofThe  Copper 
Coins  of  Vermont  by  John  M. 
Richardson.  This  completely  illus¬ 
trated  monograph  is  the  standard 
reference  for  the  series. 

New  Jersey 

Specially  priced  collections  of  New  Jersey 
cents.  All  coins  average  Good  or  better 
condition  and  are  in  individual  envelopes 
attributed  to  Maris  numbers.  This  is  an 
excellent  way  to  start  a  specialized  collection 


of  this  fascinating  series. 

Five  different  New  Jersey  cents 
I  ,  n  .  1, ft.  I.  nr  \<  W  Iuhv  <- cuts.  I  50 

Twenty-five  different  New'  Jersey 
cents .  97.50 


Note:  Advanced  collectors  are  invited  to 
submit  want  lists  of  N« w  Jersey  cents.  \\  < 
have  a  number  of  the  rarer  varieties  avail¬ 
able,  including  the  unique  Maris  "7-C  date 


under  plow  beam  cent. 

French  Colonies 

1?67  Sou  Counterstamped  RF.  Fine 

|  mi  V<  ry  I  mu  9-50 

1778-9  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token,  no 

wreath,  EF  Rare.  32.50 

1685  Florida  Token  F-VF  Dark.  14.00 

1 78 3  Georgivs  Triumpho  Token  Good 

Plus  1  50 

Nova  Constellatio  Coppers 
1783  Pointed  rays.  Abt.  G.  $2.75; 

< . I  $  1  50  VG 

1785  Pointed  rays  Very  Good. 

1785  Blunt  rays.  Fine,  rough  edges.  4.50 

Talbot  Allum  &  Lee  cents 


1794  Fine  $6.75;  Very  Fine$8.00;  Ex- 
tremely  Fin< 

1794  Talbot  Allum  &Lee  obverse 
muled  with  the  obverse  of  another 
English  token  JOHN  HOWARD 


F.R.S.  Very  Fine,  scarce.  17.50 

North  American  Token 

1781  VG-Fine  $3.75;  Fine .  5.75 

Fugio  Cents 

1787  Very  Good.  .  5.00 


3 


178"  The  New  Haven  restrike  with 
narrow  reverse  rings.  Struck  in 


brass  22 50 

Washington  Items 

1"83  Military  Bust.  Very  G  )6  5.50 

1"83  Double  head  cent  About  Good.  3.75 

I  "95  undated  Penney.  Uncirculated, 
prooflike  surface.  Rare  in  this  con¬ 
dition  57.50 

1795  Grate  cent.  Oblique  reeding. 
Extremely  Fine.  15.00 


I "92  Washington  half  dollar  copies 
by  Idler  Obverse  Washington 
w’ith  date  1792  below  Reverse' 

Store  card  of  Wm.  Idler.  Struck 
in  bronze.  $10.00;  Same,  but  struck 
in  xs bite  mi tal  lo.OO 

Restrike  « the  obverse  die  of  the 
I  "92  Washington  Born  Virginia 
cent  in  copper.  One  of  several 
thousand  pieces  recently  restruck 
from  the  original  die.  Copper 


I  m  III  nil 

1 7 96  Castor  hind  “Half  dollar"  medals 
1796  restrike  in  Copper.  Matte  Proof. 

special  price  of  only.  3.00 

1  "96  restrike  in  silver  Matte  Proof. 

Special  price  of  only.  5.00 

1796  rest r ike  in  gold.  Matte  Proof, 
special  price.  77.50 

Pair  of  silver  and  Clipper  matte  proof 

restrikes  7.50 

Discount  special  Ten  pairs  of  silver 
and  copper  restrikes.  Guidebook 
value  $130.00.  Our  price .  60.00 


HALF  CENTS 


1793  First  year  of  issue.  Abt.  Good. 
Worn  unevenly  as  a  result  details 
are  sharp  in  some  sections  and 
weak  in  others.  Most  obverse  and 
reverse  lettering  is  still  readable. 


A 

good  buy  for. 

47.50 

1  "94 

Abt  Good  >  1 "  50  .  VCi-Fine 

33.50 

1795 

Lett.  Edge  G-VG. 

20.00 

Fair  VG 

22.50 

1800 

Abt  G  $2.00,  Good. 

3.75 

1803 

Good  $2. "5;  Very  Good. 

3.75 

1804 

VG  S2."5,  Fine. 

4.75 

1804  plain  4,  stcmless.  Brown  Uncir¬ 
culated 

1804 

Spiked  chin  variety  Fine 

5.50 

1806 

Sm.  6  stems.  Rare.  G-VG. 

16.75 

18i)6  Very  Good  $ 3 .00 ;  Fine  $4  50; 
Very  Fine. 

iho6 

Rod  Unc  Kart 

50.00 

Very  Good  $3.25;  Fine. 

6.00 

/7  overdate  Aht  Good,  scarce 

1  3.00 

lair  $1  "5;  Good  $3  25;  VG 
35  Fine  $"  On.  Fine-Very  Fine. 

8.00 

1809  Abt.  G  $1.35;  Good  $2.00;  VG 

$2.50;  Fine.  3.75 

1810  Fair  $1.50;  Very  Good  4  25 

ism  Rare  date  Good  $1*1.50;  Fine  32.50 
1828  Thirteen  stars  Very  Fine  $4.50; 

Fxtremely  Fine.  6  00 

1832  Fine  $3.75;  Very  Fine.  4.00 

18  3  3  Extremely  Fine  $6.25;  Brown 
Uncirculated.  10. 00 

18  34  Very  Good  $2.50.  Extremely 

Pint 

18  3  5  Fine  2.75  ;  Extremely  Fine.  4. "5 

18  token  Fin* 

1849  Scarce  type.  EF. 

1850  Fine  $5  5o.  Very  Fine 

Ext . ely  Pint  5  s«. 

1  -  Extremely  Pint  6.00 

1854  Very  Fine  $4.50;  Extremely 
1 

1855  Very  Fine  $4.00;  Extremely  Fine 

$6.00;  line  red  and  brown.  10.00 

1856  Choice  Uncirculated  with  proof¬ 
like  surface  Original  red.  25.00 


LARGE  CENTS 


scarce  $25.00;  Various  varieties. 
Fine  $25.00;  Sheldon  44,  a  beauti¬ 
ful  well-centered  EF-AU  coin  free 


of  any  flaws  or  imperfections.  A 
really  choice  cent.  97.50 

1793  Fair  *  'S 

1"96  Liberty  cap.  Fair  $4.00;  Fine. 

battered  edge  $10.00;  Fine. 

I  "9"  rev.  ’96  Abt  Good,  scarce  $6  95. 

Regular  reverse.  Very  Fine  25.00 

l798  Fair  $1.50;  S-149.  rare  variety, 

Abt  G.  S".5();  Various  varieties 

( -  \  ( !  |  •  VG  i  e  $6.7);  Pine 

1800/179  Abt  Good.  Interesting  va- 

1800  S- 199.  Good.  10.00 

1801  Abt  Good  $2.00;  Three  errors 
variety.  Aht.  Good 

1802  Aht.  Good  $  1  50 ;  Very  Good. 

1803  Aht  Ci.  $1.35;  VG  $3  00;  Fine, 
rough  surface  $4.00;  Finc-VF 

1804  Aht  Good  $3"  SO;  the  fjmous 
1804  Mint  rcstnkc 

1805  Fair  $1  35;  Aht  Ci  $1  .75;  Good 
$3  25.  VG. 

1806  Scarce  dat<  G  VG  $9.00;  Fine 
$25.00 .  Fine-Very  Fine 

1807/6  overdntc  Abt  Good 
180"  Abt  Good  $2.00;  Good 
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1807  Comet  variety.  Good 

1808  Abt.  Good  2-50 

1809  Rare  date.  Fair  $5.00:  Abt  G. 

$9.50:  Good,  small  edge  defect 

v  i  ,  oo  G-VG 

1810/9  Overdate.  Good  $4.00;  Strict¬ 
ly  Fine  but  with  a  few  minute  ob¬ 
verse  scratches  6.00 

1810  Good 

1811/0  overdate.  Good 
1812  Good  $2. "'5;  Fine,  slight  edge 
roughness  .  5.00 

1815  Abt.  G.  $ V s :  Good  $6.50; 

Fine  1  $.00 

1814  Good  $2.50:  Very  Good  3.75 

1816  Good  $1  ■’5;  Red  and  brown 

Uncirculated,  full  lustre  25.00 

1817  Thirteen  stars.  Good  $1.15; 

VG  SI. 50;  Fine  .  3.00 

181"  Fifteen  star  variety.  Good  3.25 

1818  F-VF  $5-25 ;  Stars  and  date  com¬ 

plete  connected  by  circular  die 
break.  Unc.  Light  golden  color  ....  16.00 

1819  Good  $1.00;  Very  Fine  $3.00. 

Golden  Unc  20  1111 

1820/10  Overdate.  VF-EF 

1820  VG  $1.25;  Attractive  red  and 

brown  Uncirculated  .  17.50 

1821  VG  $6  00.  Fine-Very  Fine  13.50 

1822  Abt.  G.  $.90;  Good  SI. 25;  F- 

VF  $3.75;  El  8.00 

1823  Abt.  G.  $7.50;  Good  S  12.50; 

\  <. .  1  .  20.00 

1823  Restrike.  Obverse  die  cracked 

diagonally  across  face  Scarce  2~.50 

1824/2  Overdate.  Very  Good  .  4.75 

1824  Very  Good  $2.00;  Choice  red 

and  brown  Uncirculated.  Special 
price  of  . 

L825  Good  U25 

182"  G.  $1.00;  VG  SI. 35;  Fine  $2.75; 

Fine  . 

1828  Small  date.  Good  $2.00;  VG  2.75 

Large  Ie to rs.  Good  1.00 

1830  Large  letters  C  i  I  10 

1831  Good  $.90;  VG  $1.25;  VF  ...  3.00 

1832  Good  $1.10;  VG  $1  50;  Fine  3.75 

Vt  ( . . I  $  1 .20;  Fine  $  2  -  5 ; 

Very  Fine 

1854  G.  $1.25;  VG  $1.75;  Very  Fine  5.00 

$1.00;  Fin<  LOO 

l s 36  . I  1 1  !5  Fin<  3.50 

1837  VG  SI  25;  Fine  .  2.75 

1838  VG  $1.10;  F  $2.00;  VF  $3.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  2". 50 

1839  Type  of  "38.  Fine  6.25 

1839  Booby  head.  Very  Good  2.00 

is  io  V< ry  ( . 1 

1841  Very  G . I  1.75 

1842  VG  $1.25;  Fine  $3.00;  VF-I.F  6.00 
184.3  Obv.  and  rev.  of  '42.  F-VF 

Cl . -  EF-A1  10.00 

I  Very  I  in< 


1845  Fine  SI. 75;  EF  $3.50;  Brilliant 
L^ncirculated  (the  Uncirculated 
large  cents  in  the  1830's  and  184t)'s 
are  one  of  the  most  undervalued 
series  of  coins  in  the  Guidebook)  22.50 
1816  Good  $.85 ,  Fine  $1.50  ;  VF 


1847  Very  Good  $1.00;  Bril.  Unc.  17.50 

1847  rare  7  over  7  variety.  Special 

Prices:  VG  $4.00;  Fine  $".50;  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  .  12.50 

1848  VG  l .00 ;  Fine  $1.50;  VF  .....  2.00 

1849  Good  $.85;  Very  Good  $1.10; 

l  n<  i  ■' 1 

1850  Good  $  85.  Fine  $1.50;  EF  2.75 

1851  Very  Good  1.00;  VF  $1.50;  EF 

$2.25  . . 12.50 

1852  Fine  $1.25,  Very  Fine  1.65 

1853  Fine  $1.25;  Very  Fine  1.65 

1854  Fine  $1.25,  Very  Fine  1.65 

1955  Fine  $1.20:  VF  $2.25;  EF  3.50 

1856  Fine  $1.25;  Very  Fine  1.75 

1857  Large  date.  Very  Fine  $16.00; 

Small  date,  lustrous  brown  Unc.  27.50 


Collection  of  ten  different  large 

cents.  Good  $9.50;  Fine  or  better  16.50 


FLYING  EAGLE  CENTS 


185"  Abt  Good  $1.00;  Fine  $4.00; 

i  I  $7  75;  Bril  Unc  2  t  00 

1858  Large  letters.  Abt.  G.  51.25; 

Good  $2.00;  Fine  $5.00;  Bril.  Unc.  45.00 
1858  Small  letters.  Abt.  G.  $1.25; 

Good  $1.65;  Fine  $-1.75;  A.U.  14. "5 


INDIAN  HEAD  CENTS 


1858  transitional  issue  with  obverse 
and  reverse  identical  to  the  1859 
Indian  cent  in  all  respects  except 
the  date.  The  interest  in  the  1858 
Indian  cent  is  increasing  by  leaps 
and  hounds  as  many  advanced  col¬ 
lectors  are  now  including  it  as  part 
of  the  regular  Indian  cent  set, 
much  in  the  same  way  that  the 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  has  been 
accepted  as  part  of  the  set.  We 
note  that  a  Proof  1858  Indian  cent 
realized  close  to  $600.00  at  the 
recent  A  N  A.  convention  auction. 

From  an  investment  standpoint  this 
coin  seems  to  have  a  very  bright 
future.  Brilliant  Unc.,  $350.00. 
Brilliant  Proof  450.00 

1859  Good  $1.00;  Very  Fine  4.50 

1860  Good  1.00 

1861  Good  $2.50:  EF  $9."5;  Bui. 

Proof,  perfect  save  for  the  slight¬ 
est  edge  nick.  A  rare  coin  with 
auction  records  well  over  $100.00. 


Our  price 

1863  copper-nickel.  Good  .  .55 


5 


186*  struck  on  a  thin  copper  plan- 
chef  as  in  1864  and  following 


years.  An  important  transitional 
(.•in  Brilliant  P 

1864  copper-nickel.  Abt.G  51.00;  G  1.60 
1864  Bronze.  Abt  G  $.60,  Good 
|1.00  El 

so 

I  G  |  A  I  27  50 

1867  Abt.  Good 

•  1  2  00 
I860  Abt  Good  $3.00;  Very  Fine, 
small  planchet  imperfection  on 
cheek  14,00 

18-0  Abt.  Good.  Sharp  date 
18"’l  Fair  $3.75;  Brilliant  Unc.  5". 50 

18"2  Good.  Special  price  of 

Good  1,75 

18*M  Good  $1.50;  Very  Good  $2.25; 

Fine 

1875  Good  51.75;  Very  Good  2.65 

B76  Very  < . I  v  s" 

1878  Good  52.50;  Very  Good  *.50 

1885  KF  58.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  12.00 
P  of 

Proof  i  50 

1901  Brilliant  Uncirculated  *.85 

1908- S  Fine  $11.25;  Bril.  Unc.  40.00 

1909  Brilliant  Uncirculated  4.00 

1909- S  Indian  F-VF  $4  5.00;  EF  55.00 

Five  different  Indian  cents,  all  Fine 

or  better 

NOTF :  We  have  available  100,000  Indian 


cents,  common  dates  in  Good  or  better  con¬ 
dition,  for  sale  intact  as  a  lot.  Inquiries 
invited. 

LINCOLN  CENTS 


1909  V.D.B  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 


populai 

1909-S  V.D.B.  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

V-  I 

1909  Matte  Proof 

1909- S  VG-Fine  $-.25.  F-VF  $o.~5 

FF  5N.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  29.00 

1910  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1910- 8  VF  $2.00.  Brilliant  Unc  14.50 

1911  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $2.25; 

Matte  Proof 

191*  Matte  Proof 

191 3- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
191  *-S  Fine 

1914- D  Rare  Brilliant  Unc.  a  gem  275.00 
1914-8  Fine  $2  50.  Brilliant  Unc. 

1917  Hriliant  Uncirculated 

1918  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
I9I9-D  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1920  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1921-8  Very  Fine 


1922  plain  Very  Fine,  obverse  weak¬ 
ly  struck  (as  usual  with  this  var¬ 
iety).  Scarce  8.00 

192*  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1924- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1925- 8  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1927-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  19.75 

19*1  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce 
1931-S  A!  12,75 

1955  Double-die  obverse.  The  most 
unusual  mint-produced  error  of 


modern  times.  The  demand  for 
these  coins  as  evidenced  by  the 
response  to  our  advertisements  in 
various  numismatic  publications 
and  to  the  listing  in  the  last  issue 
of  Empire  Topics  has  been  fan- 
tastic  While  our  stock  lasts  we 
offer  1955  double-die  cents  as  Bil¬ 
lows  : 

<  in >i<  t  Extremely  Fine 
Choice  At  -s"" 

Bright  Unc  95.00 

Complete  set  of  Lincoln  cents  1909 
to  date,  all  dates  and  mintmarks 
with  the  exception  of  the  1922 
plain  and  the  1955  double  die  All 
coins  are  Bright  Uncirculated  and 
are  mounted  in  a  set  of  National 
pages  Catalog  value  (Guidebook) 
for  this  set  is  just  over  $1,390.  This 
st t  is  ,i  good  buy  Bo  1225,00 

TWO-CENT  PIECES 


18*6  Pattern  two-cent  piece.  Obverse: 
Eagle  perched  on  a  cloud;  Rev 
TWO  CENTS  enclosed  within  a 
wreath  Rare,  and  an  unusual  pat¬ 
tern  item  as  this  piece  was  struck 
nearly  thirty  years  before  two-cent 


pieces  were  adopted  as  a  regular 
coinage  denomination 
1864  Small  Motto.  Fine.  WE  is  weak 
29 00;  Ah  l  oc  ith  lustei 

1864  Large  motto  Fine  5100;  I  F 

1865  Good  5  55;  VF  51.65;  EF 

1866  Fine  52.25.  VF  5*  00.  I  I 
186**  Good  $.85.  Very  Good 

1868  Very  Good  $1.00.  Fine 

1869  VG  $1  10;  Fine  $2.00;  VF 

1870  Very  Good 


NICKEL  THREE  CENT  PIECES 


1965  First  year  *•!  issue  I  I 

1866  EF  $1.25;  Brillian  Uncirculated 

186-  FF 

1870  Hrillian  Unc  5'  25  Bril.  Proof 

1871  Extremely  Fine 

18-2  Brilliant  Uncirculated  Js  50 
Brilliant  Proof 
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187-1  Fine  $2.00;  EF  $3.50;  Brilliant 


i  nc  $9  Brilliant  P . f  12.00 

1875  F  $3.00;  FF  $5.00;  Bril  Unc.  16.00 

18-6  Brilliant  Uncirculated  16.00 

18-8  Brilliant  Proof.  Only  2,350 
Proofs  coined,  none  coined  for  cir¬ 
culated.  Rare.  $62.50;  Five  Bril¬ 
liant  Proofs  for  300  00 

1881  Fine  or  better  $.75:  Bril.  I  nc.  1  25 

1882  Bril.  Proof,  minute  edge  defect  8.-5 

1888  Bril  Proof,  minute  edge  defect  8.00 

1889  Brilliant  Proof  10.75 


SILVER  THREE-CENT  PIECES 


1851  First  year  of  issue.  VG  $1.50; 


Fine  $2.'5;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  15.00 
1851-0  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce. 
Important  as  the  only  mintmark  of 
the  series  57.30 

1852  Bril.  Unc  "l"1 

1853  Brilliant  Uncirculated  9.00 

1855  VG  $7.50:  Fine  .  15.00 

1856  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce  27.00 

1859  Brilliant  Uncirculated  13.00 

1860  AU.  full  brilliance  .  7.50 

1861  Brilliant  Uncircuated  9.00 

1862  AU  $6.00;  Bril.  Unc.  $8.50; 

Brilliant  Proof  21.00 

18-s  Brilliant  Proof.  Equally  rare  as 
the  1873  two-cent  piece  and  poten¬ 
tially  worth  as  much  .  59-50 


HALF  DIMES 


1 795  Type  coin  About  Fine 

45.00 

1829  First  year  of  new  type.  Fine 

2.25 

1830  Very  Fine 

3.00 

1832  Fine  $2.50;  Bril.  Unc 

9.00 

1837  no  stars.  Good 

8  00 

1838  Large  stars.  EF 

i  00 

18  39-0  VG  $4.50;  Very  Fine 

7.50 

1840  no  drapery  Very  Good 

1.00 

1844  Very  Goi  l 

3.00 

1848  Fine 

2  50 

348-0  ( . 1 

2.00 

1850-O  Very  Good 

2.00 

1853  with  arrows.  G  $.60;  VF 

1  so 

O  VG 

1.00 

1854  Very  Fine 

1.50 

1856  Very  Fine  $1.25;  Bril.  Unc. 

6.50 

O  Fini 

2.50 

1857  Extremely  Fini 

1.50 

<  >  G . I 

.90 

18604 »  AT 

5.00 

1862  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

5.50 

1867-S  Good 

2.00 

1868-S  VF 

3.00 

1869  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

8.50 

1870  Good  $.75.  AU  4.00 

1871  EF  $3.00;  Bril.  Unc.  7.00 

:  -  i  ini  $1.25;  El 

1872- S  below  ui  VF  $3.00;  within 

wr.  VF  2.50 

1873- S  VG  $1.50;  AU  $6.00;  Bril- 

Un<  10.75 


NICKELS 


Shield  type 

1866  Abt.  G.  $.90;  Good  $1.25;  VF 
$7.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  2-. 50 

186-  with  rays.  Abt.  G.  $3.50;  Good 

$4  1  I  toe  15 .00 

186-  no  rays  Fine  $1.50;  VF  $2.00; 

EF  $3.00;  Brilliant  Proof  34.00 

1868  Fine  $1.65;  VF  $2.50;  EF .  3.-5 

1 86!  I  Very  Fine  2  75 

1 870  Fait 

1871  Rare  Ah.  Good  15.00 

1872  Fine  3.75 

1873  Fini  3.75 

18-6  Abt.  G.  $1.75;  Very  Good  3.75 

18-8  Proof,  fully  brilliant  (unlike 

most  Proofs  of  this  date  which  are 
frosty  and  resemble  "first  strike 
I  ncir<  ulated  <  oins)  82  s" 

1879  Bril  iiant  Proi if  29  1 11 1 

1880  Brilliant  Proof,  scarce  date  35.00 

1881  Brilliant  Proof,  $29.00;  Five 

Brilliant  Proofs  for  138.00 

1882  G  $1.00;  Fine  $2.00;  Bril.  Unc.  8.00 

1883  Shield.  VF  $2.75;  Bril.  Proof  12.50 
Liberty  type 

1883  without  CENTS.  Bril.  Unc.  2.50 

1883  with  CENTS  Abt.  G  $1.50; 

Brilliant  l  Inc  13.50 

1884  Good  $2.25;  Bril.  Unc .  1-.50 

1885  rare  date.  Very  Fine  56.00 

1887  Very  Fine 

i  888  Bi il Iiant  Proof  19-00 

1891  Brilliant  Uncirculated  13.00 

1904  Brilliant  Uncirculated  8.-5 

1905  Brilliant  Uncirculated  8.50 

1908  Brilliant  Uncirculated  8.2^ 

1911  Brilliant  Uncirculated  8.25 

1912  Brilliant  Uncirculated  -.50 

Buffalo  nickels 

1913  type  I  VF  $.75;  EF  $1.00; 

Brilliant  1  n<  i  i  <  ulated  LOO 

1913  type  II  VF  $.85;  EF  $1.00; 

Brilliant  Uncirculated  3.50 

191  3-S  type  II.  G  $9.75;  VG  $12.50; 

Fine-VF  $23.00;  Brilliant  Unc.  65.00 

1914  Fine  $1.35;  Brilliant  Unc.  5.25 

1914- D  G/VG  4.-5 

191  t-S  Fine  3  75 

191 5- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  26.50 

1915-S  Good  $2.00;  VF  7.50 

1916  EI:  $1.00;  Brilliant  Unc. 

1918  l )  overdate  ( . I  37.50 

1919  Brilliant  Uncirculated  7.25 

1919-5  Very  G . i  i 

1921  Brilliant  Uncirculated  9.-5 

l-S  Very  G . 1  3.00 

1923-S  Very  Good  $1.00;  Very  Fine  4.00 
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1 92  *  1)  Fine 

192 l-S  VG  $2  25;  Fine  I  75 

1925- D  Good  1.50 

1 92 VS  Good  5 1  -K);  VG  $2.75;  Ah  F  1.75 
1926  Brilliant  Uncirculated  5.50 

1926- S  Good  >i  25 .  Fine  6  25 

1927- S  Good  $1.00;  VG  $1.75;  Fine 

5  *  v  Very  Fine  6  50 

1929*S  Brilliant  l  ncirculated  (.00 

1930  Bt  illiant  l  ncirc  ulated  I  50 

1930-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  9.00 

1931  S  Brilliant  l  ncirculated  12.50 

i  9 37- 1 )  •'-U  i:  variety  I  I  22.50 

Set  of  Brilliant  Uncirculated  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel*,  all  Philadelphia  Mint 
coin*.  1915  (two  types)  to  193 7 
inclusive.  Guidebook  value  is 
$128.25;  our  price  95.00 

Jefferson  type 

1938  Bril.  Unc.  $.'5;  Bril.  Proof  1.50 

1939  Brilliant  Uncirculated  1.50 


1959  Scarce  variety  with  the  letters 
m  MONTICELLO  and  FIVE 
CENTS  strikingly  double  cut  An 
interesting  variety  and  one  which 
has  had  very  little  publicity  in 


recent  years.  Extremely  Fine  5.00 

D  I  A.l  8  50 

9-S  Choice  A.l 

I  B  nt  Proof  5.00 

1942-D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  6.00 


DIMES 


181  »  variety  with  STATESOFAMF.R- 
ICA  crowded  together  as  one 


word.  Very  Good 

1852  Fine  $1.50;  AU,  lustre  5.00 

18  37  Liberty  seated,  no  stars.  Good 

$9.75;  Abt  Fine  17.50 

18  38-0  no  stars.  Fair  $4.00;  Good 
$1 »  00;  VG  17.50 

i  >  <  rood  2.00 

1841-0  Good  $1.00;  Fine 
1814  Very  Good,  rare 
is  15-0  Very  Good  1 00 

18*>3  without  arrows  at  date.  Bril. 

Unc.  a  particularly  choice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  date- 

1853  arrows  at  date  Bril.  Unc. 

185)  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1854-0  Brilliant  Uncirculated  8.50 

185-  Fine 

1860  Brilliant  Proof 
1860-8  Very  Fine 

1863  Brilliant  Proof  42. 50 

I H" 3  with  arrows  VG  $3  50;  Fine 

1876- S  AU  $3.00;  Bril  Unc 

1 877- C(  VG  $.75;  Bril  Unc. 

1882  Brilliant  Proof 
I8H-I-S  Ah  Fine 


1885-S  Rare  Ah  Fine- 

1886  Brilliant  Uncirculated  i  ’5 

188  •  S  A  l  >  i  50;  Bril  l  nc  7  73 

1891  Brilliant  Uncirculated  1  25 

1891-0  Fine 

189 1- S  AU  $4.50;  Bril.  Unc. 

Barber  type 

1892  AU  $3.50;  Bril.  Unc. 

1892- 0  Bril  Unc 

1893- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1895-0  Good 

1896  Bril.  Unc  $15.00;  Bril  Proof  r.5o 

1897  Brilliant  Uncirculated  8.00 

1898  Bnl.  Unc.  $7.00;  Bril  Proof  33.00 

1898- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1899  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1899- 0  Good 

1900- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1901  Fine  Loo 

1902  Brilliant  Proof 

1903  Brilliant  Uncirculated  6.00 

1909*0  Good  $1.00;  Fine  1.75 

1912  Brilliant  l  ncirculated 

1913  Extremely  Fine 

191.3-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Rare 
and,  in  our  opinion,  undervalued 

■  s<  m  1 32  50 

1914  nr  1914-D  Fine,  each 

1914  Brilliant  Proof,  rare  Moot) 

1914-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1916-S  Fine  $.90;  Bril.  Unc 
Mercury  type 

1916-D  Abt.  Good  $19.00;  Good 
I  1  - . I 

1918  Brilliant  Uncirculated  15.00 

1919-D  or  S  VG,  each 

1921  Good  $2.50;  VG  $3.50;  Fine  15.00 

192 1  -  D  Good  $3.25;  Very  Good  4.50 

1923  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

S  I  in<  3  73 

926  Brilliant  1  nt 

1928  Brilliant  Uncirculated  1.00 

B-S  EF  $5.50  U 
S  1  1 

1936-D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  1.00 

1942/1  Overdate.  EF 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 


1875  Proof,  light  nick- 
18'VCC  Good  $6  75  A  I  nc 

I8"*5.S  Good  $1  '5.  I’  8^5;  EF-Al  MOO 

1876  Uiu  Barest  rubbing  in  field 

of  this  rare  date 
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QUARTERS 

1805  vc,  I 

1806/5  Overdate.  G-VG  MOO 

1822  Very  Good  .  6.  5 

1828  Rare  variety  with  the  25c  over 

50c  error  reverse  F ine  12.00 

1828  Good  .  6.00 

1834  G . I  $2  I 

1836  F,  rough  surface  3.50 

18  38  Liberty  seated.  First  year  of 
type  VG-F 
1 840-0  Very  Good 

18-11-0  Good  2.00 

1843-0  Very  Good  ....  2.00 

1847  Bril.  Unc.  12.00 

1853  with  arrows.  Abt.  G  $.~5;  G 
$1.00:  Bril.  Unc.  21.50 

1855-0  Fine,  scarce  date  .  42.50 

360-O  Fim  5.00 

1876  Brilliant  Uncirculated  5.25 

1877-S  Al  3.75 

18^9  Brilliant  Proof  47.50 

1891  Brilliant  Proof  29-50 


Barber  type 


1892-0  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1892-S  Abt.G  clear  date  &  mintmark  4.00 
1894  Brilliant  Proof  30.00 

1894-S  Good  $1.50;  At',  brilliant  15.00 

189"’  Brilliant  Proof  39.00 

1897-0  Abt.  Good 

1898  Brilliant  Proof  39.00 

1900-S  Obverse  is  Extremely  Fine. 

Reverse  approaches  Uncirculated 
and  has  full  lustre.  A  scarce  coin 
in  nice  condition 

L901-S  Gt 

1902  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1904  Brilliant  Uncirculated  8.75 

1908-D  Fine  $1.35;  Bril.  Unc  10.00 

1909  lv  illiant  Uncirculat  I 

1911  Brilliant  Proof  48.00 

1912-S  Bril.  Unc..  a  beautiful  coin  83.50 


1913  Brilliant  Proof.  If  the  number 
of  coins  struck  for  regular  circu¬ 
lation  is  considered,  the  1913  quar¬ 
ter  is  rarer  by  nearly  five  times 
than  any  other  Philadelphia  Mint 
coin  of  this  type.  This  looks  like 


a  good  date  for  investment .  80.00 

1914  Brilliant  Uncirculated  12.50 

1915  Fine  $1.75;  Bril.  Unc .  14.00 

1915- S  Good  or  better  1.25 

1 9 1 6-  D  Fine  $1.75;  VF-EF 
Liberty  Standing  Type 

1918  Brilliant  Uncirculated  35.00 

1918- S  F-VF  $4.75;  Bril.  Unc.  2a. ~5 

1919- S  Choice  Very  Fine,  scarce  date  42.50 
1920  Brilliant  I  n< 

1920- D  Brilliant  Unc.,  full  head  60.00 


1921  Abt  Good  (last  numeral  of 
date  shows)  $3.50;  Bril.  Unc  80.00 

1923-S  Fine  One  of  the  most  diHi 
cult  dates  to  locate  10.00 

1924  Brilliant  1  ncirci 

1924  S  i  tn< 

1925  Extremely  Fin<  2.50 

1 926- S  VG  $1.50;  F  $4.50;  Bril.  Unc  79.00 

I  A  i 

D  or  S.  Al  each 
1930  oi  i"  10-S  Ei  eat h 

Washington  Type 

1932  First  year  of  this  type.  Bril 
in,  -si  15  Fiv<  pieces  fo  i  18.00 

\  i )  t . . I  $3  ’ii  Very  ( . 1 

1932-S  Very  Fine  $7.50;  Bril.  Unc.  32.50 

1934  Brilliant  Uncirculated  4.~5 

1935  Brilliant  Uncirculated  3.50 

1936  Brilliant  Uncirculated  2.50 

1936- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  9."*  5 

1937  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1 937-  D  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1938- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  5.^5 

1939  Brilliant  L'ncirculated 

1939- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  3.50 

1941  Brilliant  Llncirculated  1.25 


HALF  DOLLARS 


i  >4  Fine- VI  rare  195.00 

<  , 1 m  1  !5.O0 

tbt.  Pint  17.50 

1806  Round  6,  stem  through  claw. 

I  im  17.50 

1807  heraldic  eagle  reverse.  F-VF 
SI 7.50;  Note:  We  have  two  var¬ 
ieties  of  this  date  unlisted  in 
Beistle.  Condition  is  Fine.  Each  32.50 

1809  VG  Fine  $3.00;  Bril  Unc.  37.50 

1811  Fine  $4.50;  F.F  with  lustre, 

small  *  v at k r \  i" 00 

181  VG  $2.50  i 

1813  Extremely  Fine  6.00 

1813  Rare  variety  with  50c  cut  over 

erroneous  UNI  (the  word  UNITED 
was  started  in  error  below  the 

eagle).  Not  listed  in  the  Guide- 

1,. ,,  4,  Very  Fini  10.00 

1814  VG  $2.50;  Very  Fine  $5.25; 

Bui.  Unc.  a  few  pinpoint  nicks  12.50 

1815  the  rare  date  of  the  bust  left 

half  dollars  Fine 

1817  Very  Fini 

1818/7  Overdati  EI  9.75 

1818  VG  $2.50;  Fine  $3.75;  VF  4.75 

1821  EF,  prooflike  surface  .  6.00 
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1822  Cum iJ  $2.00;  Very  Fine  v25 

Very  Pine 

1821  Very  Fine  4,00 

1825  Very  Fine  4.00 

1826  F.F  $1.50;  Bril.  Unc.,  a  f-em  15.00 

182"/ 6  Choice  F.F.  Not  common  in 

this  condition  25  00 

VI  v  ■  1  I 

1828  Square  base  2.  knob.  Fine  3.25 

1828  Curl  base  2,  no  knob.  F  $5.00; 

VF  $  'll 

1 829/1  Overdate.  EF  $12.50  Really 

U  18  50 

1829  Very  Fine 

Very  !  |4  At 

!8>1  Fine  $'.00;  VF  $>.50;  Al  6.00 

18 >2  Small  letters  Very  Fine  $4.00; 

I  l  '  00  \( 

1852  Large  letters  With  character¬ 
ise  large  die  break  from  eagles 


1858*0  Ci  $1.25;  Very  Fine 
1861  (hone  Al’ 

1861  Scott  token  obverse;  C.S.A  die 
reverse  Listed  and  unpriced  on 
page  230  of  the  Guidebook.  12.50 

1866  AU,  full  lustre  $11.00,  Bril 

Proof  62,50 

186'  S  Fine 

I8'l-S  Good.  Not  common,  even  in 

Ohs  condition  i  i  so 

1877-S  Partial  drapery  at  elbow 

B  I  i  n< 

18". CC  Very  Good  2.50 

1881  I  F  $25.00;  Bril  Proof 

1882  Brilliant  Proof  50.00 

188'  Brilliant  Proof  50  00 

1890  Brilliant  Proof  85.00 


Barber  type 


wing  Scarce.  Very  Fine  -.0.) 

1833  Fine  $3.00  I  I  f.23 

18 >  l  Fine  $2  '5.  VF  $'.50,  EF  $1.50. 

K 1  . .  Bril  i  n.OO 

18>5  Brilliant  Proof,  an  original 
(lacks  the  thorn  on  the  end  of  the 
stem  the  characteristic  of  re- 

strikes).  Some  slight  rubbing  35.00 


1856  Small  bust  type,  with  reeded 
edge  Actually  a  transitional  coin 
that  was  released  into  circulation. 
The  small  bust  type  was  not  offi¬ 
cially  adopted  until  1837.  Rare 
VG  $32.50;  VF-EF  $'5.00;  EF 


1857  AU,  full  lustre.  A  bargain  at  I'. 50 
18''  Variety  with  inverted  G  (in¬ 
stead  of  C)  in  AMERICA  Unusual 
engraving  error.  Very  Fine,  rare  ''.50 

1838  Extrc  meij  Fine  1 1.00 

1839  Bust  type.  VF  $9.'5;  EF  $15.00; 

Al  22  30 

Liberty  seated  Drapi  \  c .  5  so 

1840  small  letters.  EF  9.75 

1840-0  VF-EF  9.00 

184'  VF  $4.00;  EF  6  25 

184  '-O  Very  Good 

1844- 0  Double  date  variety — listed 

in  the  Standard  Catalogue  on  page 
101  Not  mentioned  b\  the  Guide¬ 
book  Fine.  Rare  6'. 50 

1845- 0  n«»  drapery.  VG.  rare 
1848-0  Vciy  Good 

1850-O  VF-EF  6.00 

185'  Arrows  and  Ray>.  choice  Al 
Type  com 

1854-0  Very  Good,  special  pi  ice 


1892  Brilli  ml  l  m  16  00 

<  *  Ai  $  i  50  Bril  i  n< 

1892-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  I '5.00 

1895  Brilliant  Uncirculated  15.50 

S  Good 

1894-S  Good  $2.00;  AU 

18  O  or  S.  Abt.  ( . 1,  each 

1898  Brilliant  Proof,  some  hairlines  50.00 

1901  < >  G . I  i  -s 

S  G-VG  i  75 

ii  Good  oi  1  it  1 1 1 
i 1  Brilliant  Proof 

1903-S  <  rood  1.75 

1 1 H)  *  • s  ( . d 

1906-D  Fine  $2.50;  Very  Fine 
D  or  O  I 
O  1  int 

191 1  - D  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1912-D  Brilliant  L’ncirculateJ 
1912-S  Fine 

1914  Brilliant  Proof  The  rarest  date 
of  the  series  from  the  standpoint 
of  both  Proof  and  regular  mint¬ 
ages  This  specimen  is  a  gem 

1915  Brilliant  Unc.  very  rare 

191 5-S  AU  $27.50:  Brii  Unc.  59.50 

Libert)  W  alking  Type 

1916  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1917  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
191  "’•D  on  obverse  Fine 

191 7- S  on  reverse  VF  $»  '5.  F.F, 

with  lustre  $12.50;  AL’.  full  hr 1 1  32.50 

1918  Extremely  Fine 

1918- S  Very  Fine 

1920  EF  $5  '5;  Bril  Line. 

192 '-S  EF  A l 

19 '5  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1936  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
19''  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
I9'8  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1939  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1940  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1942  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
194  1  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

Franklin  Type 

1948  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

1919  Brilliant  l 'nciiculatrd 
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SILVER  DOLLARS 

1799  Very  Good  .  21.00 

1859-0  Brilliant  Uncirculated  38.00 

1 H-7 1  VG  $-.00;  Proof,  some  hairlines  32.50 
18-8  eight  tail  feathers.  Bril.  Proof. 

Small  edge  imperfection.  Scarce  35.00 

1879  Brilliant  Proof  47.50 

1886  Brilliant  Proof  54.50 

1892  Brilliant  Proof  46.50 

1899  Brilliant  Proof  55.00 

1934  Peace  type.  Bril.  Unc.  3.25 

1935  Brilliant  Uncirculated  3.50 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

18-4  S  Very  Fine  $-.**5;  Bril.  I  nc  22.50 
18-5-S  F.F  $8.50.  Bril.  Unc.  17.50 

18-6  Proof,  some  hairlines  4-. 50 

1876- S  F.F  $8.-5;  Bril.  Unc  1T00 

1877  Very  Fine  .  7.00 

1877- S  Very  Fine 

18-8-S  Extremely  Fine  "  00 

1879  Brilliant  Proof  -  57.00 

1880  Brilliant  Proof  52.00 

1882  Brilliant  Proof  57.50 


As  we  go  to  press  .  .  . 

LAST  MINUTE  ACQUISITIONS  —  In¬ 
cluding  some  choice  investors'  material. 

793  H  f  Cent  Abt.  Fine  >  1 12.50 

1797  Half  Cent,  the  extremely  raie 
variety  with  lettered  edge.  Abt 

Good,*  sharp  date  .  65.00 

1852  Half  Cent.  Small  berries  re¬ 
strike.  Choice  Proof.  Rare  and 

undervalued  at  present .  175.00 

1913-S  type  I  Buffalo  Nickel.  Bril 
Unc.  $16.50;  Investor  s  group  of 
five  Hi  I  pieces  2.00 

1913- S  type  II  Buffalo  Nickel.  Bril¬ 

liant  Unc.  $65.00;  Investor's  group 
of  five  BU  pieces  (a  really  un¬ 
gual  offei ing ' )  300.00 

1914- S  Buffalo  nickel  Bril  Unc 
$32.50;  Investor's  group  of  five 

B!  |  U""" 

1918/7-D  Buffalo  nickel  Choice  F- 

VI  R  i  ■  l 

1892-S  Barber  quarter.  Bril.  Unc.  95.00 

1918/7-S  Liberty  standing  quarter. 

\  Fine,  ran 

19I9-S  Liberty  standing  quarter.  Bril. 

Unc..  scarce  in  this  condition  .  135.00 

1916- S  Liberty  walking  half  dollar. 

Bril.  Unc.  $85.00;  Investor's  group 

of  Five  B  U.  pieces  380.00 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  Liberty 
walking  half  dollar.  Bril.  Unc. 
$375.00;  Investor's  group  of  five 
Bl  pieces! 

1933- S  Liberty  walking  half  dollar. 

Brilliant  Unc.  $39.00;  Investor's 
group  of  five  BU  pieces  172.50 

1934- S  Liberty  walking  half  dollar. 

Brilliant  Unc  $37.00;  Investor's 
group  of  five  BL!  pieces  175.00 

1935- D  Liberty  walking  half  dollar. 

Brilliant  Line.  $16.00;  Investor’s 
group  of  five  BU  pieces  69.00 


1935- S  Liberty  walking  half  dollar. 

Bril  Unc.  $33.50;  Investor  s  group 

i  if  fi\  e  BU  pieces  .  1 15*00 

1936- S  Liberty  walking  half  dollar. 

Bril  Un<  $16.50  Investor's  group 

of  ti \ <  B(  pieces  00 

1893-CC  Silver  dollar.  Bril.  Unc. 

$26.00;  Five  BU  pieces  for  115.00 

I896-S  Silver  dollar.  Bril  Unc. 

$18.00;  Five  Bl!  pieces  for  75.00 

1903-S  Silver  dollar.  Bril.  Unc.  31.75 

1934-S  Silver  dollar.  The  rarest  date 
of  the  Peace  type  dollars.  Bril. 

Unc.  $3". 50;  Five  BU  pieces  for  .  175.00 


1907  Double  eagle.  Roman  numeral 

date  MCM VII  Bril.  Unc .  285.00 

1922-S  Double  eagle  Bril.  Unc .  145.00 

1925- S  Double  eagle.  Bril.  Unc .  155.00 

1926- S  Double  eagle  Bril.  Unc.  375.00 

Miscellaneous : 


1859  pattern  half  dollar  AW  291, 
design  by  Paquet.  In  silver.  Proof. 
Struck  from  severely  rusted  dies — 


first  specimen  of  this  type  we  have 

seen  so  57.50 

1921  Alabama  commemorative  half 

dolls  i  !x2  BI  33.50 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar,  without  star. 

BU,  rare  115.00 

i  law  aiian  silvc  i  dollai  Be 
coming  very  popular  Scarce  VF  39.50 
1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentc imial  half 
dollar.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  rare 
only  1 27.50 


CIVIL  WAR  CENTS 


With  the  approach  of  the  Civil  War  cen¬ 
tennial  years  the  Civil  War  cents  are  rapidly 
increasing  in  both  demand  and  popularity. 
With  the  exception  of  the  C.S.A.  half  dollar 
and  Lovett's  1861  C.S.A.  cent  the  Civil  War 
cents  are  the  only  coins  directly  associated 
with  the  war  between  the  states.  At  the 
present  time  Civil  War  cents  are  quite  in¬ 
expensive  Many  hundreds  of  different  inter- 


csting  varieties  may  he  obtained  in  Fine  or 
better  condition  at  a  cost  less  than  one  dol¬ 
lar  per  coin. 

\X'e  offer  specially  priced  collections  of 
bronze  Civil  War  cents.  Each  collection  is 
selected  to  give  a  wide  representation  of  the 
different  designs  and  types  available.  Each 
coin  is  attributed  and  is  separately  envel¬ 
oped.  Please  order  by  collection  number. 

*1  Five  different  Civil  War  cents, 

Very  Fine  condition  $  4.75 

#2.  Five  different  Civil  War  cents, 

l  ncirculated  12.30 

*5.  Twenty-five  different  Civil  War 

cents.  Very  Fine  22.30 

*1.  Twenty-five  different  Civil  War 

cents.  Uncirculated  60.00 

*V  One  hundred  different  Civil  War 

cents.  Very  Fine  85.00 

*6.  One  hundred  different  Civil  War 

cents,  Uncirculated  225.00 

Special  individual  Civil  War  cents: 

Civil  War  cent  designed  by 


Lovett  and  using  the  same  ob¬ 
verse  design  as  used  on  his  fa¬ 
mous  1861  C.S.A.  cent.  VF  $2.00; 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce  5.00 

#8.  Civil  War  cent  struck  in  nickel. 

Brilliant  Uncirculated,  rare  9-00 

*9.  Civil  War  cent  struck  in  copper- 

nickel.  Bril.  Unc.,  scarce  7.50 

*10.  Civil  War  cent  struck  in  white 

metal.  Brilliant  Unc.  scarce  6. ‘’5 

*11.  Civil  War  cent  struck  in  silver 

Brilliant  Unc.  Extremely  rare  47.50 


#12.  Civil  War  cent  struck  over  a 
regular  U  S  Indian  cent  Indian 
cent  design  still  visible.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare.  These  ovcrstrilces 
are  beautiful  showpieces  27.50 

#lv  Civil  War  cent  struck  in  silver 
using  a  LT.  S  dime  for  a  plan- 
diet '  Original  dime  design  still 
visible.  The  '  rarest  of  the  rare  ' 
in  the  Civil  War  cent  series  95.00 


NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 

sent  postpaid 

Guidebook  of  U.  S.  Coins  by  R  S 

Yeoman,  new  13th  edition  $  1.73 


Handbook  of  U.  S.  Coins  by  R  s 
Yeoman,  new  1 7th  edition  1.00 

Empire  Topics  I  ibrary  Edition,  the 
lirst  six  issues  of  our  publication 
bound  together  into  a  single  vol¬ 
ume  An  important  addition  to 
your  reference  library. 

Earls  Coins  of  America,  by  s  s 
Crosby.  1875  Reprinted  in  1945. 

381  pages  of  illustrations,  descrip¬ 
tions  and  other  information  con¬ 
cerning  colonial  U.  S.  coins.  The 
standard  reference .  22.50 

Secret  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Shil¬ 
ling.  by  I- nc  P.  Newman.  Mr. 
Newman  tracts  in  detail  the  back¬ 
ground  of  this  interesting  coin.  3.95 

Hard  Times  Tokens,  by  I  H.  Low, 

1900.  Reprinted  in  1955  to  include 
plates,  an  easy-finding  list  and  a 
guide  to  market  prices.  From  the 
standpoint  of  research  in  American 
numismatics  this  book  has  fewr 
equals  10.00 

Penn  Whimsy,  by  Sheldon.  Paschal 
and  Breen.  The  standard  authority 


on  U.  S.  large  cents  1793*1814. 

Over  300  different  varieties  de¬ 
scribed  and  illustrated  12.50 

U.  S.  Copper  Cents  1816-1857,  by  H 
R.  Newcomb.  Descriptive  data 
covering  the  later  date  cents.  10.00 

Confederate  and  Southern  State  Cur¬ 
rency  by  G.  C.  and  C.  L.  Criswell. 
Illustrated  and  priced. 

Paper  Money  of  the  U.  S.  by  Robert 
Friedhcrg.  The  recently  published 
3rd  edition . 

Varieties  of  the  I '8"  Fugio  Cent  by 
Eric  P  Newman.  Also  covers  var¬ 
ieties  of  the  Continental  dollar  1  50 

U.  S.  Patterns  of  1792  by  W. liter 
Breen.  A  study  of  the  first  coinage 
of  the  new-  mint. 

1.  S.  Pattern,  Trial  and  Experimental 
Pieces  by  Adams  jnd  \X  <»»*dir- 

Secret  History  of  the  Gobrccht  Coin 
ages  bv  \\  alter  Breen 
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THE  “STRAWBERRY”  LEAF  C  ENTS  OF  1793 

by 

WAITER  H.  BREEN 

The  most  legendary  of  the  coins  of  1795,  and  the  ones  about  which  more'  rumors  arc- 
circulated  than  any  other,  are  the  wreath  type  cents  (Crosby  VD,  VE;  Sheldon  NC-2,  5)  with 
a  sprig  of  tri-lobed  leaves  and  berries  between  the  date  and  bust.  Crosby  devoted  considerable 
attention  to  them  in  his  1897  monograph,  but  so  far  as  I  know  their  complete  story  has  never 
been  published.  What  has  been  hitherto  published  on  them,  outside  Crosby’s  monograph,  is 
mostly  in  error;  and  not  even  Crosby  was  altogether  free  from  error  in  his  discussion  of  them. 
A  detailed  description  seems  necessary  in  view  of  the  illustrations. 


Nos  I,  III  and  IV,  three  of  the  four  known  "Strawberry"  leaf  cents 


Crosby  gives  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  engraver  was  trying  to  represent  not  strawberry, 
nor  yet  clover,  but  instead  cotton  leaves.  Whatever  one  calls  them,  they  arc*  certainly  different 
from  the  normal  olive  or  laurel  sprig  found  on  all  other  wreath  type  I795’s  A  fact  which 
Dr  Hall  seems  to  have  been  first  to  point  out  is  that  the  trefoils  (tridobed  leaves)  are  the  same 
as  those  in  the  wreath  of  the  reverse.  To  this  I  would  add  that  they  are  also  the  same  as  those 
found  on  the  edges.  It  isn’t  too  important  whether  the  normal  sprig  be  called  olive  or  laurel, 
or  whether  the  sprigs  here  discussed  be  called  strawberry,  clover  or  cotton-  the  diecutter,  most 
likely  Joseph  Wright,  was  not  a  botanist  and  very  probably  did  not  even  have  a  specimen  of 
plant  life  as  a  model  for  his  design,  as  the  plants  depicted  on  the  I795’s  do  not  exactly  match 
any  known  botanical  species. 

Why  Wright  deviated  on  this  single  obverse  die  from  the  device  standardized  on  the  othei 
wreath  type  1795‘s  is  not  known.  Crosby  placed  this  obverse  (his  No.  5)  at  the  head  of  the 
series  of  wreath  cents.  This  is  now  known  to  be  in  error,  for  two  very  simple  reasons:  Crosby's 
obverses  4  and  6  have  large  date  and  L1BF.RTY;  his  obverse  5,  however,  has  small  date  and 
LIBERT  Y.  like  his  obverses  7  through  11  Moreover,  the  earlier  1793  wreath  cents  measure 
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25  to  26.5  mm.  as  do  the  chain  cents;  hut  the  last  wreath  cents,  the  Crosby  9-1.  9*11,  9-G  and 
11-J.  are  often  larger,  measuring  27-29.5  mm.  Now  of  the  known  strawberry  leaf  coins,  the 
unique  5-D  measures  26.5  mm,  and  the  Saltus-ANS  and  Rabin  5  -F.  s  measure  respectively  28  and 
2  mm.  (1  have  had  no  opportunity  to  measure  any  others.)  The  most  logical  place  for  the 
strawberry  coins,  therefore,  is  just  before  the  11-J  s,  as  the  latter  come  with  lettered  edges  as 
well  as  the  vine  and  bars  device,  whereas  the  known  strawberry  coins  have  only  the  vine  and 
bars  edge  This  obverse  die.  however,  was  probably  made  after  obverse  II,  although  used 
before  the  latter. 

Inasmuch  as  there  is  still  confusion  about  the  number  known  of  the  strawberry  leaf  cents, 
it  will  be  profitable  to  enumerate  all  known  specimens  with  their  histories,  beginning  with  the 
unique  Crosby  5-D  or  Sheldon  NC-2. 

I  Crosby  5-D;  Sheldon  N’C-2.  Earliest  recorded  as  the  property  of  Richard  B  Winsor  in 
the  eighteen  sixties.  Pictured  on  the  Crosby- Levick  plate  of  179.5's,  as  No.  6-D.  and  at  that 
time  the  only  known  strawberry  leal  coin.  In  the  Winsor  auction  (by  Chapman,  1895),  lot  825, 
at  $21.  From  S.  S.  Crosby  to  Dr.  Hall,  April  1896,  at  $42.50  Virgil  Brand  bought  the  Hall 
collection  outright  sometime  before  1916.  In  the  middle  nineteen  forties  this  piece  and  others 
went  from  the  Brand  estate  to  Charles  Williams.  Cincinnati  insurance  executive.  It  is  now 
owned  by  a  prominent  collector  in  Philadelphia.  Condition  1.  traces  of  swelling  on  the  reverse 
die,  probably  accounting  for  the  quick  discard  of  this  die.  Pictured  in  the  Winsor  catalogue 
(1895),  the  Crosby  book  (1897)  ’’Early  American  Cents”  and  ’’Penny  Whimsy,”  the  reverst 
only  on  the  last  three.  An  electrotype  copy  is  in  the  collection  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society. 

II  Crosby  5-E;  Sheldon  NC-3  Previous  source  uncertain,  this  coin  first  appeared  in  the 
Parmelee  sale  of  1890,  lot  671,  at  $79;  there  bought  tby  Charles  Steigerwalt,  and  by  him  resold 
at  $90  to  Dr  Hall.  From  Hall  to  the  Brand  estate,  thereafter  sold  at  least  once*  and  possibly 
twice  by  an  Ohio  dealer,  the  second  time  at  a  reported  $2.750  (the  same  figure  has  been  claimed 
for  the  5-D  above);  since  then  unseen.  Believed  to  be  the  Mrs.  Staples  coin,  now  impounded 
in  a  New  England  estate  Finest  of  the  original  strawberry  leaf  coins,  now  reported  as  con¬ 
dition  7  and  has  been  called  Fine  for  coin  Pictured  in  the  Parmelee  catalogue  and  the 
"Guidebook  of  U.  S.  Coins”  (obverse  only);  examined  by  Crosby  prior  to  189'’  but  it  is  a 
mystery  why  he  did  not  picture  it  instead  of  the  inferior  coin  III,  or  make  an  electrotype  as  of 
the  5-D  Sheldon  says  that  Brand  bought  Nos  I  and  II  for  $25  for  the  pair,  and  that  Brand  s 
agent  Carl  Wurtzbach  carried  them  around  for  years,  offering  them  at  $"5  for  the  pair  around 
191"  This,  if  true,  is  singular  Edgar  Adams,  in  the  May  1911  "Numismatist,”  quoted  Virgil 
Brand  as  having  been  offered  $15oo  for  the  pair  (bv  Woodin  or  Granberg  or  Newcomer 
most  likely).  No  II  is  the  only  strawberry  leaf  coin  with  all  four  numerals  of  the  date  legible 

III  Crosby  5-E  First  in  the  Merritt  collection  (January  189").  lot  90  at  $|5  25.  this  later 

belonged  to  the  Hon.  Ferguson  Haines,  of  Biddcford,  Maine  Haines  repeatedly  put  the  coin 
up  at  auction  between  1880  and  1895.  hut  the  coin  never  exceeded  his  reserve  hid  and  was 
always  "bought  in  Finally  it  appeared  in  Eduoard  Frossard  s  1 5oth  sale,  December  19.  1894, 
lot  Too,  where  it  went  at  $120.  To  quote  Steigerwalt  s  "Messenger"  (also  quoted  by  Adams  in 
the  above  mentioned  "Numismatist"  article)  It  was  this  cent  that  incidentally  caused  the 
historic  fight  when  Frossard  and  another  dealer,  both  veterans,  roiled  around  the  floor  of  the 
auction  room,  trying  to  kick  each  other,  and  the  late  H  P.  Smith  lost  a  diamond  pm  in  the 
confusion  incidental  to  separating  them  "'  The  coin  was  eventually  sold  to  J  Sanford  Saltus 
who  presented  it  to  the  American  Numismatic  Society  sometime  before  1914  Pictured  in 
Crosby  (I.H'r").  the  1914  "ANS  Exhibition  Catalogue.”  plate  the  "Standard  Catalogue. 

I  arl\  American  Cents”  and  "Penny  Whimsy".  <  ondition  '.  hut  has  a  «*mpu'  tisclv  pU  o  .. 
color  and  surface  for  the  grade  Either  this  oi  II  may  have  been  the  example  sold  in  Clinton 
Hall  in  I8"H  (Steigerwalt)  or  m  J  W  Scott's  auction,  October  25,  ih"".  at  $~"  50  this  has 
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IV.  Crosby  5-E.  Earliest  reported  by  the  late-  William  Rabin  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  full 
page  advertisement  on  page  736  of  the  September  1941  "Numismatist”,  at  $2)00;  there  illus¬ 
trated  but  not  since  until  now.  At  present  owned  by  the  same  Philadelphia  collector  who  owns 
No.  I.  Also  rated  as  condition  3,  this  has  a  much  sharper  reverse  than  III  but  is  very  rough, 
the  obverse  seemingly  corroded. 

Other  examples  have  been  reported  on  several  occasions  but  to  date  they  have  refused  to 
stand  up  and  be  counted  Alert  collectors  will  note  that  the  above  account  differs  in  some 
details  from  that  given  in  ”Penn\  Whimsy”.  I  must  nevertheless  insist  that  the  present  enumer¬ 
ation  and  pedigrees  are  correct,  as  against  any  contrary  claims  in  the  latter  book;  the  latter  was 
mainly  a  reworking  of  data  in  "Early  American  Cents,”  and  Dr  Sheldon  s  treatment  of  these 
remarkable  coins  was  admittedly  sketchy,  partly  because  he  believed  them  to  be  patterns  rather 
than  coinage  (a  view  with  which  I  cannot  agree),  partly  because  he  never  had  the  opportunity  to 
study  them  or  their  history  in  detail,  but  instead  trusted  to  the  memory  of  individuals  like 
Wurtzbach  and  B  G.  Johnson,  who  surely  never  claimed  to  speak  ex  cathedra.  Sheldon  s 
assigned  basal  value  to  the  5-E  is  strictly  speculative,  based  on  his  view  of  them  as  patterns. 
The  only  test  •  it  would  be  an  auction  "f  one  of  them,  correctly  described.  Sheldon’s  calcula¬ 
tions  would  make  a  3-coin  worth  6  x  $53  or  $210.  but  pressure  from  collectors  of  '  type''  coins 
w’ould  doubtless  require  that  figure  to  be  multiplied  by  30  or  40  and  probably  more  in  these 
inflationary  times  where  luxuries  and  rarities  are  worth  more  than  the  devalued  dollars  one 
exchanges  for  them. 


COIN  QUIZ 

In  each  of  the  ten  groups  of  coins  given 
below  there  is  a  coin  which  never  existed. 
Can  you  identify  the  imaginary  coin  in  each 
group'  Score  yourself  as  follows:  0  or  1 
identified.  Poor;  2  or  3,  Fair;  4  or  5  Good; 
6  or  7,  Fine;  8  or  9,  Excellent;  all  10,  Per¬ 
fect. 

1.  Half  cents:  (a)  1797,  (b)  1827,  (c)  1833, 
(d)  1853. 

2.  Lincoln  cents  (a)  1920-D.  (b)  1930-D, 

<  i  ,  D,  (d)  I 

3.  Nickels:  (a)  1927-D,  (b)  1932,  (c)  1951- 

D,  (d)  195 t  S 

4.  Half  dimes:  (a)  1797,  (b)  1804,  (c)  1864, 
(d)  1873-S. 

5.  Dimes:  (a)  1797,  (b)  1872-S,  (c)  1906-D. 
(d)  1930-D. 

6.  Twenty-cent  pieces:  (a)  1875-S,  (b)  1875- 
CC,  (c)  1876-S,  (d)  1876-CC. 

7.  Quarters:  (a)  1877-S,  (b)  1906-S, 

(c)  1920-S,  (d)  1940-D. 

8.  Half  dollars:  (a)  1816,  (b)  1847/6 
overdate,  (c)  1870-S,  (d)  1934-D 

9.  Silver  dollars:  (a)  1878-S,  (b)  1899-0, 
(c)  1925-D.  (d)  1935. 

10  Gold  coins:  (a)  1869-S  gold  dollar, 
(b)  1911  quarter  eagle,  (c)  1854-0  three- 
dollar  gold  piece,  (d)  1884  twenty-dollar 
gold  piece. 

Answers  to  Coin  Quiz:  1-B,  2-D,  3-B,  1-B, 
5-D,  6-C,  7-B.  8-A,  9-C,  10-A. 
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